
The Fish & Game Commission is composed of appointed community members whose purpose is to advise the Board of 

Supervisors on matters regarding conservation and management of fish and wildlife. Residents are encouraged to attend and 

provide input.  Placer County is committed to ensuring that persons with disabilities are provided the resources to participate 

fully in public meeting. If you require disability-related modifications or accommodations, including auxiliary aid or services, to 

attend or participate in this meeting, please contact the Placer County Agriculture Department at (530) 889-7372.  
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MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, May 23, 2018, 6:00 P.M. 
Placer County Planning Commission Hearing Room       
3091 County Center Drive, Auburn, CA 
County Contact: Ed King 
 
  
1. Call to Order – Mark Fowler called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 

  
2. Roll Call – Present: Don Gould, Mark Fowler, Jim Victorine, Kari Freidig, Mickey 

Daniels. Absent: Gary Flanagan, Scott Husmann. 
 
Members of the Public: Robert Hane, Marilyn Jasper 
 

3. Approval of May 23, 2018 Agenda was moved by Freidig, seconded by Gould, 
MPUV.   April 25, 2018 Minutes; approval of the minutes will wait till June as two 
commissioners are absent, and two commissioners present did not attend the last 
meeting. 

 
4. Public Comment: Individuals may address the Commission on items under the 

jurisdiction of the Fish and Game Commission not included on this agenda for no 
longer than five (5) minutes.  No action can be taken on items addressed under 
Public Comment. 
 
Robert Hane from SARSAS reported on the North Ravine improvements (which flows 
into Auburn Ravine): fencing, planting of redwoods and other trees (about 300 
planted), blackberry removal (money still available for this).  Supported with County 
mitigation funds from the Gold Hill Rd/Auburn Ravine bridge replacement project. 
SARSAS found that blackberries take three times the water that redwoods do and by 
removing them more water is available for stream flows and fish and wildlife. They 
are still meeting with NID to discuss removal of the Gold Hill and Hemphill Dams.  
They have plans to build a bridge and have paths for people to view the salmon 
spawning. 

 
5. Financial Report 

Operational expenditures through April totaled $4,225. 
Court fines and penalty assessments through April totaled $406. 
 

6. Agency Reports 

A. Commissioner Reports: Don Gould reported that there were about 375 people 
at the Placer Sportsmen’s annual kid’s fishing derby the last Saturday in April – 
they gave away baseball hats and fishing trips – quite a few fish were  
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caught in the two pound range.  Jim Victorine monitored fishing activity at Folsom 
Lake during the last month and observed King salmon (in the 20 pound range) 
being caught. 

B. State Fish & Game Commission Subcommittee: Mark Fowler  

 Reservations are now available for the 2018 Bat Night Tours. The CDFW 
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area is welcoming back the largest colony of 
Mexican free-tailed bats in California.  This is a 3 hour event, cost of $14 
for the “Bat Talk and Walk” tour.  There are over 250,000 bats that shelter 
under the Yolo causeway. 

 The State Fish and Game Commission is adopting emergency regulations 
to increase the purple sea urchin bag limit in Sonoma and Mendocino 
Counties.  Now, the daily bag limit is 20 gallons with no limit on 
possession (the limit was 35 per day).  The reason is that there is a 
widespread collapse of the Northern California Kelp Forest and the 
harvesting of the urchin should help. (Kelp is an algae and the reduction of 
the sea otters as natural predators of the sea urchins has not helped the 
situation).       

 Recreation Ocean Salmon season is opening June 1st. The season will be 
shorter as a result of two key California salmon stocks attaining 
“overfished” status this year.  This is due to three consecutive years of 
poor adult returns in response to drought and poor conditions.  

 CDFW is now accepting proposals for ecosystem restoration projects 
under its Proposition 1 grant program.  The purpose is for salmon 
resiliency and restoration of watershed areas.  $31.4 million is available.  
Deadline for applications is June 13th at 4:00 pm. 

 

C. Land Use Subcommittee: Scott Husmann, Don Gould - nothing to report. 

 

D. Department of Fish & Wildlife: Lt. Brian Moore – Discussed trout season 
opening day concerns with fisheries biologist, Mitch Lockhart, including people 
accessing streams to fish before the opening day of July 1st – they have been 
monitoring this.  Halsey Forebay fishing violator caught – twice. Bears are a 
continuing issue: getting into cars and locked the door and eating the interior.  
Alligator possession: assisted local police department and took it to Wild Things 
Rescue Center; participated in training regarding new cannabis laws and 
associated permitting, i.e. water usage and land disturbances; Placer County is 
still not allowing commercial cultivation, so not as much activity here;  cannabis 
program revenue is not coming in as expected, so the State might have other 
agencies step in to help enforce, such as Fish and Wildlife; some illegal growers 
use pesticides that have been banned in the US for a long time, affecting wildlife.   
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E. Nevada Irrigation District and Placer County Water Agency 

NID: Storage = 265,960 AF; 98% capacity; 126% of average for this date 
Precipitation = 67.2”; 101% of average.  Very close to reaching our maximum storage 
for this year and will begin withdrawing from storage soon.  Should be a good season 
for water deliveries and recreation. 

 
PCWA:  The USFS is trying to open campgrounds at French Meadows and near Hell 
Hole in time for Memorial Day Weekend.  Mosquito Ridge Road is open but one lane 
in a couple locations. Ralston Ridge/Blacksmith Flat Road is closed at Ralston 
Powerhouse. Eleven Pines Road still closed before Ellicott Bridge. Only access to 
Hell Hole Reservoir is via Mosquito Ridge Road.  White-water boating releases from 
Oxbow Powerhouse are being made 7-days a week through September. 

 Middle Fork combined storage as of May 16 totaled 297,330 AF, which is 115% 
of average and 87% of total capacity 

 Folsom Lake storage as of May 16 totaled 930,300 AF, which is 125% of average 
and 95% of total capacity. 

 
  

7. Informational Item 
Jane Crue, Placer County Senior Deputy District Attorney – Overview of how the 
Placer County District Attorney’s Office prosecutes violations of the California Fish 
and Game Code.  

 
Jane last presented to the Commission in 2012 with Placer County DA, Scott Owens. 
She has a good relationship with the wardens in the area. The DA’s office has a 
system in place to process fish and wildlife cases that includes initial input followed 
by referral to Jane who reviews and charges each case. Twenty-two fish and wildlife 
cases have been referred to her office for prosecution in 2017-18.  Direct cites for 
violations such as fishing without a license are filed with the court and are not 
processed by the DA – unless the violator requests a trial. She decides which cases 
to prosecute, code sections to charge, schedules notices to appear with court dates 
(if one was not already given by a warden) and prepares an initial offer if violators 
elect to settle prior to trial.  Fish and Game Code misdemeanors are heard together 
with all other misdemeanor cases on the court calendar. There are not enough fish 
and game cases to necessitate a designated day or time to process those cases all 
together. During a first court date defendants are offered settlement conditions and 
can accept or process may require additional court dates to resolve. Violations 
recently prosecuted include having a firearm in a refuge (wardens regularly catch 
people in French Meadows Game Refuge), spotlighting and carrying a loaded rifle in 
a vehicle.   
 
Passage of AB109, ‘Realignment’, and Prop 47, which reduced some felony crimes 
down to misdemeanors, has altered how the DA’s office prosecutes misdemeanors. 
As a result, violators who previously would have served prison terms are now 
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occupying County jails, limiting space for other misdemeanor violators. The courts 
will now often seek alternative sentences and programs, i.e. community-based 
rehabilitative programs, for misdemeanors and non-violent offenses. Fines are often 
waived or the court does not impose them at all. In absence of monetary fines the DA 
seeks fair and appropriate penalties for Fish and Game Code violations under 
‘deferred entry of judgment’ (DEJ): defendants plead guilty, then there are specific 
conditions placed on defendant, such as completing hunter safety education and 
community service in a natural resources related program for at least 20 hours, and 
possible forfeiture of hunting firearms that were seized. DEJ terms are imposed for 
either 3 or 6 month periods. At the end of the defendant’s DEJ term they must prove 
to the court that they have complied with all the conditions. If they can provide proof 
of completion then their case is dismissed and the case will not show up on their 
record as a conviction – just as an arrest. But if they get caught again, the first 
offense will count and this will be seen as a second case. No fines are imposed as 
they are not ‘convicted’.   
 
Restitution payments are also ordered in place of fines. On several occasions the DA 
has sought restitution to repair CDFW decoys that were damaged or destroyed by 
perpetrators. 

 
The DA has taken at least one case to trial – and won. Are there opportunities to look 
at these cases as civil cases instead of a criminal cases? Jane has not had any civil 
cases referred to her as of yet. The Placer County Environmental Crimes Task Force 
coordinates enforcement of environmental crimes with multiple agencies in the 
county. 

 
Mark had a question regarding the twenty-two Fish and Game Code misdemeanors 
with only four being fined. Jane explained that the rest were dismissed upon 
completing the DEJ.  She has never had a fish and game violator not complete a DEJ 
program. If DEJ terms are not completed defendants will be sentenced without a trial. 
There are currently nine cases pending. Suction dredging is still illegal and there is 
one case being prosecuted now as a misdemeanor. Wardens may confiscate the 
equipment; this is up to each warden at the time of each citation. 

 
Don asked about confiscating fishing poles, dredges, rifles as punishment – 
especially since they are not paying fines. Equipment is sometimes seized 
equipment, which is later destroyed. Pictures also serve as evidence. Lt. Moore 
explained that they do not use confiscation of personal property as punishment. Fish 
and Game Code does allow for forfeiting the equipment being used in the 
commission of the crime such as a spotlight being used in the commission of a crime.  

 
Kari wanted to know if the court could assign people to community service with Gold 
Country Wildlife Rescue. Jane mentioned that the court usually gives the defendant 
the choice of the organization they want to work with.   
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Warden’s reports on infractions do not usually go to the court (the court does not 
want them), but wardens usually write one for themselves. The misdemeanors that 
come to Jane’s office do come with a report. 

 
Jim mentioned that we need a ‘Judge Roy Bean’ – the hanging judge – a judge to 
enforce strong punishments on these violators.  He is concerned that appropriate 
punishments are not being imposed on people and they are not learning the 
consequences, that they can just pay a fine, not learning their lesson. Jane 
commented that the general environment is the same in all areas of law enforcement. 

 
Don wanted to know if there is a way to upgrade the infractions to a misdemeanor.  
Jane mentioned that this is not usually done….at least infractions are paid, whereas 
some of the misdemeanors are released upon community service with no money 
paid.   

 
Robert Hane mentioned that CDFW issued NID a notice of violation for impeding fish 
passage and diversion of a creek. Lt. Moore explained that these violations were 
referred to Placer County and a letter of violation was written to NID, as a preliminary 
action. This stands as a warning, and if not resolved, then it would go to the DA’s 
office. 

 
Marilyn Jasper asked about needing to provide proof of passing the hunter safety 
course and Jane responded that yes, they need to provide proof that they passed 
(within 6 months) as well as completed their community service.  Can misdemeanor 
offenses demand a jury trial?  Yes. 

  
 
8.    The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm. 

The next meeting is June 27th.  Lead Planner Crystal Jacobson will be speaking.   
 


